Indicator Plant Dynamics: Chihuahuan Desert Region and Adjacent Areas

by David Cristiani

Transect: Rio Grande Valley, NM-68, US-85 and I-25 (plus nearby roads) - as a function of latitude (N to S)

In a suitable edaphic condition / environment within a given geographic area:

X = presently or formerly common / x = presently or formerly uncommon / ? = not sure, possible

Plant species

Botanical name

COMMON NAME

Aristida purpurea

Bouteloua eriopoda
Dasyochloa pulchella
Muhlenbergia porteri
Psorothamnus scoparius
Baileya multiradiata

Opuntia macrocentra
Prosopis pubescens
Prosopis torreyana

Chilopsis linearis
Thymophylla acerosa
Sporobulus wrightii

Nolina greenei / Nolina texana
Opuntia engelmannii

Aloysia wrightii

Parthenium incanum
Acourtia nana / Perezia nana
Larrea tridentata

Bahia absinthifolia

Yucca elata

Rhus microphylla

Lycium torreyi

Echinocactus horizonthalonius
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PURPLE THREE AWN
BLACK GRAMA
FLUFFGRASS

BUSH MUHLEY
BROOM DALEA
DESERT MARIGOLD
PURPLE PRICKLY
SCREWBEAN,
HONEY MESQUITE
DESERT WILLOW
SHRUBBY DOGWEED
GIANT SACATON
BEARGRASS
DESERT PRICKLY
BEEBRUSH
MARIOLA

DWARF PEREZIA
CREOSOTE BUSH
DESERT BAHIA
SOAPTREE YUCCA
LITTLELEAF SUMAC
TORREY WOLFBERRY
BLUE BARREL
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Plant species

Botanical name

COMMON NAME

Cylindropuntia kleiniae
Cylindropuntia leptocaulis
Echinocereus dasyacanthus
Fouquiera splendens
Dasylirion wheeleri
Florensia cernua

Tiquilia greggii

Mimosa biuncifera
Dasylirion leiophyllum
Ferocactus wislizenii
Acacia constricta

Yucca torreyi

Koeberlinia spinosa

Agave lechuguilla

Salvia greggii

Agave parryi / neomexicana
Acacia smallii / farnesiana
Yucca faxoniana
Leucophyllum frutescens
Euphorbia antisyphylitica
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Other species

Botanical name

COMMON NAME

Animal species

Crotalus atrox
Callipepla gambelii
Columbina inca

Corvus cryptoleucus
Geococcyx californianus
Phainopepla nitens

Taxostoma curvirostre

Insect species

Dasymutilla spp.
Dactylopius confusus
Mastigoproctus giganteus
Orthoporus ornatus

WEST. DIAMONDBACK
RATTLESNAKE
GAMBEL'S QUAIL
INCA DOVE
CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN
ROADRUNNER
PHAINOPEPLA
CURVE-BILLED
THRASHER

VELVET ANT
COCHINEAL
VINEGAROON
DESERT MILLIPEDE
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